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Advance reactions to  
Things My Mother Didn’t Know She Taught Me
“I LOVE [this] book ... Randi is a rare talent. I’ve loved everything she’s ever 
written. Now, after reading this book about her charismatic, quirky mother, it 
all makes sense.”  Pam Grout, #1 New York Times bestselling author of  E3.

“[C]ompelling, revealing, honest and well-written. You know how to tell a 
story and this one is raw and deeply personal.” Istar Schwager, PhD, Founder 
of  creativeparents.com  and a former Research  Director at Children’s 
Television Workshop

“ALL TRUE!” Adam Kurtzman, renowned sculptor and cousin.
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Randi Hacker has been a writer 
since the 20th Century. Her work 
includes books, essays, letters-to-
the-editor, page-a-day calendars, 
teleplays, and radio shows. She was 
the editor of  The Electric Company 
Magazine published by Children’s 
Television Workshop. For three 
heady wonderful years, she and her 
partner, Jackie Kaufman, created, 

published, wrote and edited, P3, an eco-journal that 
empowered young people to act on behalf  of  their home 
planet. It won a Giraffe Award. Her young adult novel, 
Life as I Knew It, was released by Simon & Schuster in 
2006, named one of  the Books for the Teen Age 2007 by 
the New York Public Library and was listed as a resource 
for grieving teens by the Mourning Star Foundation. 
Her radio show Postcards from Abroad, was broadcast 
on KPR, the University of  Kansas’s NPR affiliate for 
over 13 years. Her essays and articles have appeared 
in several publications including Punch, an English 
magazine that also published Charles Dickens and PG 
Wodehouse. She worked with Jay Craven and Kingdom 
County Productions to write and produce Windy Acres, 
a series that appeared on Vermont Public Television and 
won a New England Emmy. Her Mongolian has really 
deteriorated but she’s still pretty good at Yiddish. 




